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CONVERSION STUDY 
 

PURPOSE: Look at what the scriptures teach about how people truly become a Christians. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION: 
A. Many people wondered, even in New Testament times, what it took to be saved. 

1. Mark 10:17 – Rich Young Man 2.  Acts 16:30 – Philippian Jailor 

B. If you stood at a street corner and asked people how one is saved, what would they say? 

1. Just believe  2. Nothing  3. Pray Jesus into your heart 4. Go to church 5. Do good 

C. We must look at what the Bible says---this is what we will be judged by… not church affiliation, 

what our parents and friends think, or our feelings (John 12:48). 
 

To understand how to be saved, we must know what it means to be lost.  What does Isaiah 59:1-2 teach? 

We are saved when our sins are forgiven (the wall of sin is broken down.)  How does that happen? 

 

II. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY? 

 
A. Intro:  Acts 2 tells us about a group of people who became Christians.  Let’s look at what happened: 

The Jews have come to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Pentecost and the Holy Spirit came upon the 

apostles.  A crowd of Jewish people gathered from all over the world and heard the preaching about 

Jesus.  Peter spoke to the crowd about the kingdom, he had been given the keys. Mat.  16:19 

 

B. FAITH: 

1. Heb. 11:6 Can’t please God without what? 

2. Rom. 10:14-17 How does one obtain faith? 

3. Acts 2:14-36 Peter preached Jesus…why? 

4. Acts 2:36 Peter says, “You crucified Jesus”.  How? Most weren’t present at crucifixion. 

5. What was their response?  They were cut because their sin crucified Christ.  They had faith. 

 

C. REPENTANCE:  II Peter 3:9 
1. Acts 2:37 They asked the question: “What shall we do?” 

2. Acts 2:38 What did Peter tell them to do?  Why didn’t he tell them to believe? 

3. Luke 13:3, Acts 3:19  What does it mean to repent?  To turn to God and away from sin; to change. 

4. Review 2 Cor. 7:8-11  True repentance comes from a decision to make Jesus your Lord. 

 

D. BAPTISM: 
1. Acts 2:38  Once they had come to faith, been cut to the heart and what two things did Peter say 

they needed to do to have their sins forgiven?   

2. Romans 6:1-6  Baptism is a burial.  The Greek word “Baptisma” and baptize, from the Greek 

word “Baptizo” both mean to immerse, dip or plunge. 

3. Is it proper to bury DEAD people? b. What does sin cause? (Ans: Rom 6:23 death). c.  Is it proper 

to bury living people?  If a person already has life in Christ is it proper to bury a live person? 

4. John 3:5 What did Jesus say cannot happen if one isn’t born of water and Spirit? 

5. Mark 16:16 A person must believe and do what to be saved? 

6. (Additional passages if desired:  Gal. 3:26-27, Col. 2:12-14, I Pet. 3:20-21, Acts 8:38) 

 

III. WHERE DO YOU STAND WITH GOD NOW? 
1. Compare your lifeline to the lifeline of those responding in Acts 2 

2. (Acts 2 Lifeline: Faith, cut to the heart, repentance, baptism, follow Jesus.) 

3. Jesus’ plan of conversion is a clear one. 

4. Like a recipe, there are several essential ingredients, if you eliminate one or change the 

order, the cake doesn’t turn out.  You are either saved or lost.  We can’t switch God’s plan 

around to fit what we think: “Well, I was baptized as a baby and now I’m repenting and 

following Jesus.”   

5.    Acts 22:16  What was Paul told to do?  What would be washed away?  Can a person be saved 

before their sins are taken away?  What are you waiting for? 

 

Key Illustration:  File off one of the teeth 

of a key, will it work?  Faith, Repentance, 

Baptism are all teeth on the “Key” of God 

to open to door to salvation. 


